Appl.No. 10/058,830 
Amdt. dated March 8,2010 

Amendment under 37 CFR 1.116 Expedited Procedure 
Examining Group 3689 



PATENT 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) Computer implemented method for allocating to at 
least two computer servers a demand forecast application, the demand forecast a p p lication 
FepffisetHe€t%y-a-defflattd4<M ! ecast tre e 4mvif*g4fr^f*g4e-tep l e vel nede-wi^ha-^ffllk y of - b ran c hes 
dir e ctly e manating th e refrom, the method comprising the steps of : 

providing at least two computer servers; 

determining, using a processor operatively coupled to the computer servers, an 
expected computing time for each branch of the-a_plurality of branches of #H^-a_demand forecast 
tree having a single top level node with the plurality of branches directly emanating therefrom ; 

allocating , using the processor, each branch of the plurality of branches to a task 
of a plurality of tas^s based on the expected computing time for the branch, such that a total 
expected computing time for each task is substantially equal, wherein the total expected 
computing time for a task of the plurality of tasks is determined by adding the expected 
computing time for each branch that is allocated to the task; and 

for each task, distributing , using the processor, the task to a computer server of 
the at least two computer servers and executing the task on the computer server. 

2. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein each 
task of the plurality of tasks includes one or more allocated branches for execution on a single 
computer server of the at least two computer servers where the same computer server computes 
the demand forecast information for an entire portion of each task. 

3. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 2 and further 
comprising the step of determining the number of tasks as the product of the number of computer 
servers available for computing demand forecast information and a user entered value indicating 
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an average number of tasks the one computer server of said at least two computer servers will 
process. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently amended) Computer system for allocating to at least two 
computer servers a demand forecast application, the demand forecast application r e presented by 
a d em a n d for e c a st tree h avin g a sing l e top level node with a plurality o f b ra n ches directly 
emanating therefrom, the system comprising: 

at least two computer servers, and 

a computer manager executing instructions in a computer program, the computer 
program instructions comprising program code that : 

det e rm i nes program code configured to determine an expected computing time for 
each branch of the-a_plurality of branches of the-a_demand forecast tree having a single top level 
node with the plurality of branches directly emanating therefrom ; 

al l ocat e s program code configured to allocate each branch of the plurality of 
branches to a task of a plurality of tasks based on the expected computing time for the branch, 
such that a total expected computing time for each task is substantially equal, wherein the total 
expected computing time for a task of the plurality of tasks is determined by adding the expected 
computing time for each branch that is allocated to the task; and 

program code configured to, for each task, distribut e s distribute the task to a 
computer server of the at least two computer servers and executing the task on the computer 
server. 

6. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 5 wherein each task 
of the plurality of tasks includes one or more allocated branches for execution on a single 
computer server of the at least two computer servers where the same computer server e ompuies 
is configured to compute the demand forecast information for an entire portion of each task. 
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7. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 6 wherein the 
computer program instructions further comprise program code ti^ con figured to determine 
determines -the number of tasks as the product of the number of computer servers available for 
computing demand forecast information and a user entered value indicating an average number 
of tasks the one computer server of said at least two computer servers will process. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently amended) Computer implemented method for allocating to at 
least two computer servers a demand forecast application, the d e mand forecast application 
repre s ented by a demand fo rec ast tree having a sin gle lop l evel node with a plurality of branches 
directly emanating therefrom, the method comprising the steps of : 

providing at least two computer servers; 

determining, using a processor operatively coupled with the computer servers, a 
number of bottom level nodes for each branch of #^ajDlurality of branches of #n?-ajiemand 
forecast tree having a single top level node with the plurality of branches directly emanating 
therefrom ; . 

for each branch, distributing the branch to a computer server of the at least two 
computer servers based on the number of bottom level nodes on the branch and executing the 
branch on the computer server to compute a demand forecast for the branch; and 

summing the computed demand forecasts for each branch to determine a demand 
forecast for the single top level node. 

10. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 9 wherein the 
executing of each branch is performed simultaneously by the at least two computer servers. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The method according to claim 10 wherein the 
number of bottom level nodes on each branch determines a computing time to compute the 
demand forecast for the branch. 
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12-14. (Canceled) 
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